Empty to Satisfaction:

Objective:

1. To admire the great change after meeting Christ

2. We need to accept Jesus (as Zaccheus) (similarity of this story and our present situation)

3. To compare man's reaction  and Jesus' reaction to other's sins. 

Introduction:

· Q. Do you meet someone who can have great change when he meet someone?

· Q. What do you rate yourself in self-image? 
Other good questions:

1. Do you agree that most people fill empty in their life? How do they fill their emptiness? 

2. How do you rate your life? (Emptiness to Fulfillment, 1-10)

3. What is the most emptiest moment in your daily life?

4. What do you do to fulfill your life? 

5. What kind of life is more empty if we believe:

a. 人死如燈滅

b. 人死後有永恆生命

- 85% of graduate in Texas: the most difficult questions after graduation is the meaning of life. 

There are three types of emptiness:

1. Don't get what they want

2. Get what they want

3. Get what they want but loss it. 

Which one is most emptiest ? 

- Q. How do you divide 上流人 和 下流人？

1. Position

2. Moral

See Luke 19:1-10

- How do think he is?

- Do you think he is a happy man or not before meeting Christ?

· Do you think he has friends? Does other accept him? Does he feel happy?
Before his conversion:

· no friend, no respect, much money, high poistion 

After his conversion:

-   看救恩重要過一切, take back respect, win friends, loss money

- Why did he pay the risk? If you were him, do you do like that?

- Money is everything: Do you agree? Why?

- Can you cite anything that is important but cannot be purchased by money?

- After meeting Christ, how did he change? Did he feel happy now? Why?

- " The happies man is the one who can accept himself in whatever situation. "Do you agree? (e.g. being not respected or accepted by others, insulted by others. )

- Did He accept himself? Did he fear to let other knowing his sins? Why?

- According his promise, what thing reveal himself? (He may even loss all his property !). So, his trust lie not in the money now. 

The most insecure person is the one purchasing something. E.g. money

   e.g. one not knowing how to swim drown in a sea : try to get a 救生圈

- What is the turning point for meeting Christ. 

- What did Jesus did?

- Why Jesus go to Jericho? (one of the lowest land in the world. )，3000 feet below sea level. (from High to Low, as Christ from heaven to earth. )

- Did He knew Zaccheus?

What promise did Jesus gave to Zaccheus?  

Did this promise important to Zaccheus?

If you were Zaccheus, how did you feel?

- What problems did he face to seeing Jesus? What risk he must take?

- What thing Zaccheus know more? About Christ and about himself. 

Conclusion:

- 1985 research report: Cancer is due to one's choice: diet, life pattern, emotion, relationship, …So, happiness is a choice. (e.g. to money, fame, position, self, ..)

從空虛至滿足
經文：路加福音 １9：1 -１０

	其他人
	耶穌

	著眼別人浮現的罪
	著眼別人的悔改

	排斥罪人
	親近罪人

	改變不到人
	改變人的生命

	批評
	接納，拯救


撒該：

	前
	後

	以錢為重
	以永生為重

	不理自己的罪
	悔改

	自卑、不接納自己
	知道被神納

	孤獨，沒有朋友
	喜樂，和人重建關係

	空虛
	滿足


默想問題：

1. 你有那方面和撒該未信神之前相似？

2. 你對人是像耶穌對人還是好像普通人？

3. 為甚麼一個好像甚麼也沒有的人可以是最快樂的人？

你相信快樂是Ｃｈｏｉｃｅ 嗎？

聖經經文：

1耶穌進了耶利哥，正經過的時候， 2有一個人名叫撒該，是稅吏長，又很富有。 3他想看看耶穌是怎麼樣的，因為人多，他又身材矮小，就看不見。 4於是他跑到前頭，爬上一棵桑樹，要看看耶穌，因為耶穌就要從那裡經過。 5耶穌到了那裡，往上一看，對他說：“撒該，快下來，今天我要住在你家裡。”

 6他就趕快下來，歡歡喜喜地接待耶穌。(if he has no reaction, no change)

 7眾人看見就紛紛議論說：“他竟到罪人家裡去住宿！”

(difference of other's reaction to Jesus)

8撒該站著對主說：“主啊，請看，我要把家財的一半分給窮人，我若敲詐了誰，就還他四倍。” 9耶穌說：“今天救恩到了這家，他也是亞伯拉罕的子孫。 10因為人子來，是要尋找拯救失喪的人。” (so, active , not prassive)

· Real turning point: admit our sin, 接受、肯改

· 滿足：沒有一切，可以是最開心的人。
